
 

CSM Carmelo Cruz 

Command Sergeant Major, 3rd Brigade, Special Troops Battalion 

 

CSM Cruz was born in Rio Piedras, Puerto Rico and joined the Army’s Delay Entry Program in August 

1988. He reported to active duty December 23, 1988 and completed Basic Training at Fort Jackson, 

North Carolina and attended the 36 Charlie Wire Installer Course at Fort Gordon, Georgia. 

His first assignment was as a Wire System Installer with Charlie Company 440th Signal Battalion 

Germany.  After serving 48th months, he was then reassigned to 69th Signal Company Fort Huachuca, 

Arizona where he served as Senior Wire System Installer, before been selected as the NCOIC for 11th 

Signal Brigade Basic Splicer School. CSM Cruz then served 2 years as Platoon Sergeant for 2nd platoon 

69th Signal Company. In 1997 he returned to Germany and was assigned to Alpha Company 44th Signal 

Battalion as Operation Sergeant. In 1999 CSM Cruz deployed to Kosovo for six months with Alpha 

Company as the Platoon Sergeant for 2nd Platoon. After deployment he served as Research Development 

Training & Evaluation NCOIC of the Operation Test Command at Fort Hood Texas where he was 

subsequently inducted into the Audie Murphy Club in Jan 2002. CSM Cruz later served with Bravo 

Company 304th Signal Battalion Korea as Platoon Sergeant for an Extension Platoon. In 2005, he 

returned to Fort Huachuca and served as a Nodal Platoon Sergeant for 269th Signal Company as well as 

Detachment Sergeant for HHD 504th Signal Battalion. In December 2006, CSM Cruz was selected to be 

First Sergeant for Bravo Company 40th Signal Battalion and deployed the company to Iraq in support of 

OIF 07-09. After deployment he was chosen as First Sergeant for 69th Signal Company. 

CSM Cruz’s military education includes the Sergeants Major Course, First Sergeant Course, Advance 

Noncommissioned Officer Course, Basic Noncommissioned Officer Course, Primary Leadership Course, 

Combat Live Saver Course, FBCB2 Course, Equal Opportunity Course, and Node Management Course.   

CSM Cruz’s awards and decorations include the Meritorious Service Medal with five oak leaf clusters, 

the Army Commendation Medal with five oak leaf clusters, Unit Superior Award, the Army Achievement 

Medal with six oak leaf clusters, the Good Conduct Medal-seven award, National Defense Service Medal 

with  Bronze Star, Kosovo Medal,  Kosovo Nato Medal, Global War on Terrorism Service Medal,  Iraqi 



Campaign Medal, Korean Defense Service Medal, NCO Professional Development Ribbon with the 

numeral four device, Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Service Ribbon with numeral four device and 

Drivers Badge.  

CSM Cruz holds a Bachelor of Science Degree from Excelsior College.  


